
KITC 
Connecting Stories and Data



Objectives 
1. Identify aspects of an Enviable Life

2. Learn how “best practices” in transition compare with 
Kentucky data and the lived experiences of people 
with disabilities and their supporters

3. Engage in discussion about how to use this 
information to improve transition experiences



Our Goal: Enviable Lives



Enviable Lives (Factors & Domains)



Enviable Lives



Enviable Lives 

Adapted from Dr. Wolf Wolfensberger and principles of normalization/Social Role Valorization theory

• Family

• Home

• Good health

• Belonging

• Friends

• Work

• Safety and security

• Intimacy

• Respect, honesty & fairness

• Contributing

• Being treated as an individual

• Having a say

• Access to community places

• Ordinary social life

• Opportunities to develop one’s abilities



Enviable Lives Begin with a 
Vision



Examples of Enviable Lives
Sara – 
College & Career Ready 
Program at University 
of Kentucky



Transition Dreams



Visions = Goals
• What are the most effective ways our programs help 

students build their visions of life after high school? 



Indicator 14: Postschool 
outcomes
• 14A: Higher education 

• 14B Higher education OR 
competitively employed

• 14C: Higher education or 
some other postsecondary 
training program, or  
competitively employed, or 
some other employment



How is Kentucky Doing? 
• What do you 

notice? 

• What questions do 
you have? 

Are we succeeding 
in creating enviable 
lives? 



By Gender & Race
Are we creating 
enviable lives for all 
groups of students? 



Disaggregated by Disability Label

Are we creating 
enviable lives for all 
groups of students? 



The High School Experience



Amanda Raymond & Olivia - One Size Does Not Fit All 



What Works for 
Building 
Enviable Lives? 

• Career awareness

• Paid employment/work experiences

• Community experiences

• Career technical education

• Inclusion in general education

• Work study

• What are we doing well? 

• Where could we see growth? 



Parents’ Thoughts

What 
schools do 

well

What could 
schools do 

better? 



Accessing Pre-ETS
• It depends upon your district

• Community Work Transition Program – CWTP (school employees) 
• Jobs for American Graduates – JAG
• Community Rehabilitation Program – CRP (agencies) 
• Special Ed Regional Technical Assistance Centers – some of them

• During the school day

• Outside school hours

• Summer Programs 
• HDI Summer Leadership Experience Camp at UK: interested in college 
• INSIGHT –DeafBlind focus at Morehead State: interested in college
• PATH Program – at UK: college for work 
• PATH Program – Spring & Fall weekends at other locations: college or work 
• ECC Week – DeafBlind camp: work and other living skills 



Transition Planning & OVR



Types of OVR Support (YOYO 2025)



Parental Reporting 
• School helped prepare my child for future employment 

through vocational training.
• 74.9% 2024

• 73.5% 2025
• 61.6% parents of students with multiple races
• 76.5% parents of students who are white
• 86.0% parents of students with mild mental disabilities
• 72.4% parents of males 



Reality Check
• Do all students have access?
• What do they look like? Where can they be found? 
• What can we do to collaborate, promote, increase info & 

access? 



Building Self-Advocacy & Self- Efficacy

Goals give us direction, believing we can make a 
difference moves us forward. 

Possible data sources
•  text answers from YOYO

• Reasons for not employed full time
• Reasons for not enrolled in postsecondary education

• Voter registration rates



What the Data Tells Us



Research to Practice

• Where have we made 
progress? 

• Where do we still have 
gaps? 

• What are our next steps? 
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