


Executive Order 2020-552
signed June 29, 2020

It is the policy of the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky that competitive 
integrated employment in the 
community shall be considered the 
first and primary option for persons 
with disabilities of working age who 
desire to become employed.



What is Employment First?

A philosophy 
A movement
A policy direction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HO from self advocacy organizations on EF



The Road to Employment First
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Employment 
as a 

Service Option

Capacity Building
Provider Transformation

Cross Agency Collaboration
Employment First

Current 
System

What we 
are working 

on now

GOAL!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What makes it different? I love the bottom statement on the HO. Just calling yourself EF does not make it so. Where are right now is all the middle stuff. 



Real 
Culture 
Shift

Collaboration between various combinations 
of service components which will have to 
work together with the common goal of 
integrated community employment.

Skilled Employment Professionals with an 
understanding of how employers operate and 
what they need.

Employers who are willing to offer work 
experiences and jobs for people with 
disabilities.

Presumption of Employability:  the belief in 
the inherent value of all people with 
disabilities as potentially contributing 
workers, regardless of the nature of the 
disability or the need for supports.

Culture Shift
Needed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tie this in to some of the recommendations in the report! 



Employment First
www.employmentfirstky.org

http://www.employmentfirstky.org/
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