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Importance of Postsecondary Education 
A well -educated workforce is critical to the economic 

and social health of every state, especially in todayõs 

global, information -based economy.   In fact, higher 

education may be the most important key to the 

nationõs continued prosperity and to the full 

participation of its people.  

  Lumina Foundation, 2002  

Higher educationõs broad payoffñwhich includes both 

monetary and nonmonetary benefits ñshould motivate 

U.S. policymakers to work toward improving access to 

postsecondary education for all segments of the 

populationó  

   Gaston Caperton , College Board (2007)  

 



Importance of Postsecondary Education 
 

College graduates enter the job market well positioned 

for labor market success, and most earn more than their 

non -college -going peers within a few short years.  

 

In 2004, full-time workers ages 25 ð34 with bachelorõs 

degrees earned 60 percent more, on average, than 

their counterparts who were high school graduates.  

 

 

U.S. Department of Education, 2006  

 



Elementary and Secondary Education:  

A Blueprint for Reform 

 
Raises standards for all  students  and   

Sets a clear  goal  

 

òEvery student  should graduate from high school 

ready  for college and a career, regardless of 

their income, race, ethnic or language 

background, or disability status .ó 

 

 

U.S. Department of Education, Office of Planning, Evaluation 

and Policy Development, ESEA Blueprint for Reform, 
Washington, D.C., 2010 (p. 3).  

 

 



And yeté. 

 

While colleges, universities, and other post -school 

programs have experienced a rapid growth in 

the number of students enrolled with identified 

disabilities over the past 20 years, the majority of 

these new students have NOT been those with 

developmental or intellectual disabilities.  



Who Are Students with Intellectual Disabilities 

(ID) in Kentucky? 

Functional Mental Disability (FMD)  - both cognitive 

functioning and adaptive behavior are at least three 

standard deviations below mean (3.6 % of the total 

population of Kentucky students receiving special 

education)  

 

Mild Mental Disability (MMD ) - cognitive functioning is at 

least two (2), but no more than three (3), standard 

deviations below mean and adaptive behavior at least 

two (2)  standard deviations below the mean (14.9 % of 

the total population of Kentucky students receiving 

special education ) 

 

 

 
Kentucky Child Count (2009) Report of children and youth with disabilities 

receiving special education and related Services under part B of the 1997 

amendments to the individuals with disabilities education act.  



Loss of Opportunity 

Not considering post secondary education for 

these youth, may be directing them toward:  

Å A job that does not make use of the employee 

skill set 

Å A job that pays minimum wage  

Å A job that the youth does not like  

Å A job that is a poor match between employer 

need and employee skill  

Å A job that does not provide for on -going 

professional development and growth  

Å A life in which they never realize their full 

potential  
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Data 
 

Å KyPSO collects data on current and former Kentucky 

High School Students with Disabilities  

 
Å High School Involvement and Transition Planning  

Å Educational and Employment Outcomes (one 

year later ) 

 

Å The BIG Questions : 

 
Å What types of outcomes are former students 

experiencing?  

Å How are they distributed?  

Å What can schools, families and communities do 

to improve these outcomes?  
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Some Questions you Might Not Want to Ask 
Å Arenõt we promoting unrealistic expectations? 

Å Our Data say, òNOó 

Å Desires trump Plans  

Å#1 Predictor of going to college is a students 
desire (increases odds of going by 8 -1) 

ÅDocumenting goals on IEP is not a significant 
predictor  

Å Experiences in PSE are comparable to other 

studentsõ 

Å Those arenõt a lot of malleable factors, what can we 

do?  

Å Since student desire is #1 predictor, transition planning 
is a malleable factor  

Å Self-Advocacy should be considered a malleable factor  

Å Perhaps they donõt appear to be effective because 
theyõre not being implemented effectively 
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Supported Higher Education 
Project 

ÅGrounded in belief that all society benefits from 

inclusion of persons with disabilities in socially 

valued roles.  

ÅLong excluded from role of college or university 

student, Kentuckians with ID have suffered poor 

employment outcomes and continued social 

isolation. We know  that outcomes improve with 

participation in postsecondary education. 

ÅCitizens with ID can achieve many goals when 

provided with  the proper supports.  

 



+ÅÎÔÕÃËÙȭÓ 3ÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ (ÉÇÈÅÒ 
Education Project 

 

 

 

The mission of the Supported 

Higher Education Project (SHEP) is 

to promote inclusion of young 

adults with intellectual disabilities in 
all aspects of college life, 

integrating academics, 

socialization, and meaningful work 

experiences.  



History  

O POWñPostsecondary Opportunities Workgroup 

O PIPñPostsecondary Inclusion Partnership 

O SHEPñSupported Higher Education Project 
(Funded under TPSID) 

O   TPSID projects are funded through the federal 
Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE) to 
facilitate development of model comprehensive 
transition and postsecondary programs (CTP) 
with Institutes of Higher Education. Twenty-seven 
TPSID projects were funded; Kentuckyõs 
Supported Higher Education Project (SHEP) is 
one of those.  

 



Project Design 



Goals 

1. Create  a statewide model of Supported Higher  
Education, with a goal of providing outcomes -
based postsecondary opportunities for students 
with intellectual disabilities.  

2. Support  150 students with ID in inclusive      higher 
education settings using authentic person -
centered  planning.  

3. Implement  individualized certificates and 
meaningful academic recognition that promotes 
improved educational and employment 
outcomes.  

4. Create  viable funding streams to sustain project 
efforts beyond the project funding.  

 

 



Early Results 

O 47 Students have been supported through 

SHEP. 

O Six students are in mentoring partnerships  

O Three students are participating in a pilot 

project with KY OVR.  

O Ten students have completed semester -

long internships.  

O Six students are currently working in paid 

positions.  



Silas  

Å http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=bmuZgS5Wmks 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=bmuZgS5Wmks
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=bmuZgS5Wmks
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